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~  Adult  ~ 
Speed Kings : The 1932 
Olympics and the Fastest 
Men in the World by 
Andy Bull  
 
A wonderful history 
lesson with in-depth 
profiles of the 1932 
American bobsled team. 
~ Peggy 
 
 

Girl Waits With Gun  
by Amy Stewart  
 
A totally engaging story 
starting with a traffic 
incident between horse 
and buggy and the new-
fangled automobile that 
spins the three Kopp 
sisters into a world they 
never wanted to inhabit. 
~ Peggy 

 
Paris Key by Juliet 
Blackwell 
 
Set in the City of Lights, 
an American moves 
through her family 
secrets and unlocks her 
own future. Full of 
intrigue and passion.  
~ Mary Jo.  

The Royal We 
by Heather Cocks & 
Jessica Morgan  
 
When an American girl 
meets the heir to the 
British throne in college, 
sparks fly. A very fun 
average-girl-meets-
handsome-prince read.  
~ Kelly 

 
Dead Wake: The Last 
Crossing of the Lusitania by 
Erik Larson 
 
Well researched and 
nuanced stories of 
passengers as well as the 
German submarines and 
President Wilson. A 
fascinating read. ~ Katelyn 

A Man Called Ove  
by Fredrik Backman 
 
A unique and charming 
story about a 
curmudgeonly old man 
whose plans to end his 
solitary life are disrupted 
by his new neighbors and 
a cat that keeps coming 
back. Funny and 
heartwarming, this 
Swedish novel is a 
delight. ~ Emily 

Uprooted  
by Naomi Novik 
 
Every 10 years the 
Dragon takes a girl from 
a village in this fantasy 
read. Find out what 
happens to Agnieszka 
when she is chosen. 
 ~ Kelly 

And the Good News Is…: 
Lessons and Advice from 
the Bright Side by Dana 
Perino 
 
This book traces Dana’s 
journey through politics 
and television. She tells a 
remarkable American 
story with determination 
and optimism. ~ Mary Jo 

Wishing our community a very merry holiday season! 
 

Use this as a gift guide or to discover some new reads for 
yourself. We’ve filled it with some of our favorite books from 

the last year.  All titles are available at the library. 

Staff Favorites  



Little Houses: A 
Counting Book by 
Helen Musselwhite 
 
A colorful counting 
book featuring 
different houses 
found around the 
world. Created with 
detailed papercuts.  
~ Arielle 

Rhymoceros 
by Janik Coat 
 
These adorable blue 
rhinos show kids the 
meaning of rhyming 
words through their 
subtle and charming 
expressions. 
~ Arielle 

I Will Take a Nap! by 
Mo Willems 
 
Another hilarious read 
that will generate 
conversation with the 
young children in your 
life about dreams and 
dreaming. The Piggy 
and Gerald books are 
perfect for emerging 
readers. ~ Erin 

Everyone Loves Bacon by 
Kelly S. DiPucchio 
 
Who doesn’t love bacon? 
This strip of pork thinks 
he’s perfect in every way. 
A carnivorous picture 
book so hilariously tasty 
that even a vegetarian 
recommends it! 
~ Arielle 

Archie the Daredevil 
Penguin  
by Andy Rash 
 
A penguin that’s afraid 
of the water? You’ll get 
a kick out of all the 
ways Archie invents to 
get to the other side of 
the iceberg! 
~Arielle 

One Word from 
Sophia 
by Jim Averbeck 
 
Sophia tries to 
convince her 
family to get a pet 
giraffe in this fun 
read aloud with 
vibrant 
illustrations. 
~ Katelyn 

PathFinder  
by Angie Sage 
 
Alice TodHunter 
Moon is a PathFinder 
who must face Magyk, 
mayhem and monsters 
when her best friend is 
kidnapped by the Lady. 
~ Miranda 

Firefly Hollow  
by Alison McGhee 
 
A modern day classic 
for older children from a 
Minnesota author. This 
book is an adventure 
and friendship tale with 
a dash of whimsy 
thrown in. ~ Arielle 

Honor Girl 
by Maggie Thrash 
 
Head to sleep away 
camp with this graphic 
novel coming of age 
memoir. You’ll stay up 
all night reading. 
Recommended for 
high school and up. 
~ Katelyn 

Love, Lucas by 
Chantele Sedgwick  
 
When Oakley moves to 
California after the loss 
of her brother she 
meets Carson. Will 
Carson be able to get 
Oakley to drop her 
guard and live life 
again? ~ Kelly 
 

The Accidental 
Highwayman by Ben Tripp 
 
Kit Bristol didn't intend to 
become a highwayman. 
But when his master is 
killed, he finds himself 
caught up in a world of 
fairy princesses, magical 
maps, and escaping from 
the Redcoats on 
horseback. ~ Miranda 

Noggin 
by John Corey Whaley 
 
Travis is back from the 
dead, a head transplant 
survivor. Five years have 
passed and his friends, 
family, and the world itself 
are all a little different. 
Navigating old 
relationships with a new 
body can't be that hard... 
can it? ~ Miranda 

How I Discovered 
Poetry by Marilyn 
Nelson 
 

Marilyn Nelson, lauded 
American poet, 
presents 50 thought-
provoking, political and 
historical poems that 
give insight into her 
journey from young girl 
to beloved-writer. 
 ~ Arielle 

All the Bright Places by 
Jennifer Niven 
 
A book about love, loss, 
and friendship in the 
face of undiagnosed 
mental illness. Fans of 
John Green will like this 
book. ~ Kelly 

Dumplin’ by Julie 
Murphy 
 
Willowdean’s 
confidence has been 
shaken. Watch her 
regain it as she 
navigates high school 
and the yearly beauty 
pageant run by her 
mother. ~ Katelyn 

Trouble is a Friend of 
Mine 
by Stephanie Tromly 
 
The Breakfast Club 
meets John Green, 
with explosives thrown 
in for good measure, 
as Digby and Zoe try 
to solve the case of a 
local girl who was 
kidnapped. ~ Katelyn 
 

~  Children  ~ ~  Teen ~ 


