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ADULT 
The Things We Keep by 
Sally Hepworth  
 
A 38 year old with early-
onset Alzheimer’s moves 
into an assisted living 
home where she is the 
youngest patient. This 
book gave me faith in 
love and made me 
wonder what memories 
I’ll keep. ~ Kelly 

Hidden Figures: The 
American Dream and the 
Untold Story of the Black 
Women Mathematicians 
Who Helped Win the 
Space Race 
by Margot Lee Shetterly 
 
A fascinating, immensely 
readable history. Perfect 
for book clubs.~ Katelyn 

 
Born to Run by Bruce 
Springsteen 
 
After the 2009 Super 
Bowl half-time show, 
Springsteen was so 
pumped that he wrote a 
book about his life. It’s 
long awaited and he 
writes the book as he 
writes his music.  
~ Mary Jo 

A Gentleman in Moscow 
by Amor Towles  
 
Follow the Count, put 
under house arrest in 
1922 in a Moscow hotel, 
as the world changes 
outside his front doors 
over 35 years. You’ll be 
sorry to say goodbye 
when it’s over. 
~ Katelyn 

 
Upstream: Selected 
Essays by Mary Oliver 
 
A beautiful collection of 
poetic essays rooted in 
nature. Pick up this book 
and take a moment to 
savor it by the fireplace 
this holiday season. ~ Erin 

Adulthood is a Myth 
by Sarah Anderson 
 
Give this to introverted 
or bookish millennials; 
they’ll relate to these 
hilarious comics about 
adulting.  
~ Katelyn & Kelly 

LaRose 
by Louise Erdrich 
 
Erdrich tells the story of 
2 families living in a 
Native American 
culture, struggling to 
deal with an enormous 
tragedy. The audiobook 
is especially gripping. 
 ~ Roberta 

All the Missing Girls by 
Megan Miranda 
 
10 years after Nic’s friend 
disappears, another girl, 
Annaleise, goes missing. 
Annaleise was the alibi 
for Nic and her friends, 
all of whom were the 
focus of the investigation 
10 years earlier. ~ Peggy 
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Use this as a gift guide or to discover some new reads for 
yourself. We’ve filled it with some of our favorite books from 

the last year. All titles are available at the library. 



Together  
by Emma Dodd 
 
Cute and cuddly 
illustrations show all 
the wonderful ways 
a baby sea otter 
spends time with his 
parent.  ~ Arielle 

Best Frints in the 
Whole Universe 
by Antoinette Portis 
 
With words that are 
almost English, but not 
quite, this fun read-a-
loud will have children 
and adults laughing 
while appreciating all 
the nuances of true 
"frintship."  ~ Emily 

Ballet Cat: Dance! 
Dance! Underpants! 
by Bob Shea 
 
Ballet Cat is trying 
everything she knows 
to get her friend Butter 
Bear ready for their big 
dance performance. 
Why is Butter Bear so 
hesitant? The answer 
will have you dancing 
with laughter! ~ Arielle 

Narwhal: Unicorn of the Sea 
by Ben Clanton 
 
This graphic novel is a 
perfect choice for beginning 
readers who love Mo 
Willems' Elephant & Piggie 
books. A silly, endearing 
story about friendship that 
perfectly captures the 
imaginations and funny 
bones of early  readers. 
 ~ Erin 

Thunder Boy Jr. 
by Sherman Alexie 
 
What’s in a name? 
Thunder Boy Jr. 
doesn’t like his. He 
wants a normal name. 
The journey his father 
takes him on to figure it 
out is a charming and 
special one. ~Arielle 

The Uncorker of 
Ocean Bottles by 
Michelle Cuevas 
 
Perfect for young 
dreamers, this 
beautiful picture 
book tells the 

melancholy and heartwarming tale of a 
man whose job it is to uncork and deliver 
messages found in bottles. ~ Arielle 

The Land of Stories: A 
Treasury of Classic 
Fairy Tales 
by Chris Colfer 
 
Over 35 well-loved fairy 
tales and nursery 
rhymes are presented 
by the author of the 
popular Land of Stories 
series. ~ Arielle 

Ideas Are All Around 
by Philip Stead 
 
An author looks for ideas 
and inspiration as he walks 
through his neighborhood. 
Mixed media illustrations 
help show how one 
thought can transform into 
another. A delightful book!
~ Arielle 

Ghosts 
by Raina Telgemeier 
 
Two sisters, one of 
whom has cystic 
fibrosis, explore their 
new town and its 
celebration of the Day 
of the Dead. Perfect for 
middle schoolers. 
 ~ Katelyn 

Raymie Nightingale by 
Kate DiCamillo  
 
Award-winning and 
beloved author 
DiCamillo presents a 
tender summer story 
about family, loss, and 
friendship. Filled with 
unique and 
unforgettable 
characters.  ~ Arielle 

The Wild Robot  
 by Peter Brown 
 
How did Roz the robot end 
up on a deserted island? 
And why can’t she 
remember how she got 
there? While she tries to 
remember she must try to 
survive and fend for herself 
in this thoughtful and 
environmentally-minded 
story. ~ Arielle 

The Key to Extraordinary 
by Natalie Lloyd 
 
Emma Casey is an orphan 
who lives next door to a 
haunted graveyard in her 
sleepy Tennessee town. 
While she’s waiting to 
discover her destiny, she 
just might have to try to 
solve a ghostly mystery. 
Magical realism at its best!  
~ Arielle 

Learning to Swear in 
America  
by Katie Kennedy 
 

Yuri is a 17-year-old 
genius physicist brought 
to the U.S. from Russia 
to try to save the 
country from a rogue 
asteroid.  Funny and 
intense!  ~ Arielle 
 

The Memory of Light by 
Francisco X Stork 
 
This story is about Vicky, a 
suicide survivor who goes to 
live in a group home with 
other teens with mental 
disorders. This book made 
me think about depression in 
young adults in a different 
way than anything I've read 
before. ~ Kelly 

Into the Dim  
by Janet Taylor 
 
Combine Scotland, time 
travel to Tudor England and 
a fun, quirky, supportive 
family with a strong, 
intelligent female main 
character (Hope, age 16) 
who has an eidetic memory 
and you've got a recipe for 
success .   ~ Katelyn 

Tell Me Three Things by 
Julie Buxbaum  
 
Being a new student in 
school is hard, but when 
Jessie gets an email from 
Somebody/Nobody to help 
her guide her through life 
at this new school, life 
gets better for her. Who 
do you think SN really is?  
~Kelly 

YOUNGER CHILDREN           TODDLER - KINDERGARTEN 

OLDER CHILDREN           1st - 3rd 

MIDDLE GRADE      4th - 8th 

TEEN      9th - 12th  


