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Evergreen Tidings from the
Baumgartners by Gretchen Anthony

Newly pregnant, Cerise moves back to
Minneapolis with her partner Barb.
Cerise’s quirky family and friends ensure
the holidays are hilarious and frustrating
in this feel good story with distinctly
Minnesotan characters. ~Katelyn

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia
Owens

Kya Clark is neglected and abandoned
as a child, left to raise herself in the wild

1 marshes of North Carolina. This is a

story of survival, hope, determination,

-| strength and resiliency. A beautifully

written novel that will make your heart
ache. ~Emily

The Woman in the Window by A.J.
Finn

This book is a psychological thriller full
of twists and turns. You will not want to
put this book down and your mind will be
spinning trying to figure out the truth.
~Hailey

Girl, Wash Your Face by Rachel Hollis

Funny, inspiring, and relatable. For
anyone needing encouragement to

B embrace “the power to change your life.”

~Dawn

Heartland: a Memoir of Working Hard
and Being Broke in the Richest
Country on Earth by Sarah Smarsh

Growing up in Kansas during the 1980-
1990’s, Sarah takes a look at class,
identity and the perils of having less in a
country known for its excess.

~Mary Jo

Leave No Trace by Mindy Mejia

Ten years ago a man and his son

| entered the Boundary Waters and

disappeared. Now, the son is back and
refuses to answer questions. His
language therapist will risk everything to
reunite father and son in this
suspenseful book. ~Kelly

A Passion for Haunted Fashion by
Rose Pressey

This is #6 in Pressey’s “Haunted Vintage
Mystery” series. Chic and quirky heroine
Cookie Chanel is one of a cast of small
town Southern characters who love
vintage fashion and haunting fun.

~Mary Jo

The Read Aloud Family by Sarah
Mackenzie

Includes helpful ideas to integrate a
reading culture in your family, no matter
the age of your kids. ~Heather

The Good Neighbor: The Life and
Work of Fred Rogers by Maxwell King

My favorite TV show as a kid was Mister
Roger’s Neighborhood. Mr. Rogers was
a kind and gentle person in real life too,
but also very intelligent, talented and
driven. An enjoyable and impactful read.
~Erin

The Great Minnesota Cookie Book
by Lee Svitak Dean and Rick
Nelson

With glossy photos and recipes for
the last 15 years of the Star Tribune
holiday cookie contest, this is a
wonderful gift choice. ~Katelyn
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Llamaphones by Janik Coat

This clever board book introduces
children to homophones (words
that sound the same but have
different meanings) using pairs of
adorable llamas with modern and
minimalist illustrations. ~Arielle
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Giraffe Problems by Jory John

Edward the giraffe feels bad about
how long his neck is and how much
attention it draws. When he meets
Cyrus the turtle who admires how
long and useful his neck is, Edward
learns to appreciate his neck and
what it can do. ~Kelly

Crunch, the Shy Dinosaur by
Cirocco Dunlap

Crunch is shy, so please approach
quietly. A fun, interactive picture
book that preschoolers will want to
read again and again. ~Katelyn

Mae Among the Stars by Roda
Ahmed

A wonderful and inspiring picture
book biography of Mae Jemison, the

first African-American woman in

space, who dreamed about floating
among the stars since childhood.
~Arielle

Baby Monkey, Private Eye by Brian
Selznick and David Serlin

A visually creative early chapter book
which will keep readers laughing (and
guessing) as they explore Baby
Monkey'’s clever investigations.
~Arielle

Huggy the Python Hugs Too
Hard by Ame Dyckman

Huggy the Python LOVES to give
hugs but sometimes he hugs a little
too hard. Children will root for
Huggy as he learns (hilariously)
how to be more gentle in his
approach. First book in the “Wee
Beasties” series. ~Arielle
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Dreamers by Yuyi Morales

A beautiful picture book memoir in
which author and illustrator Yuyi
Morales recounts her immigration from
Mexico to the United States with her

.| newborn son. Morales shares the

{ powerful role that books and libraries

Best Frints at Skrool by
Antoinette Portis

BEST FRinTs
at SKr‘OQL

A follow up to one of my all time
favorite picture book, "Best Frints in
the Whole Universe," this book is
perfect for fans of frints, skrool, and
playing eye ball in the peedle pit!
~Emily
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Cute as an Axoltol by Jess
Keating

CUTE AS AN
AXOLOTL
E -

L JESS KEATING

Cute as a what? This brilliant
nonfiction book is full of amazing
photographs of nature’s cutest
(and weirdest) animals. Perfect
for the whole family to enjoy.
~Arielle
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My Toothbrush is Missing by Jan

My Toothbrush Is Thomas

MISSING

If you don’t know Jan Thomas’ work,

you're missing out! Familiar characters
are back and they are looking for dog’s
toothbrush. Giggles are sure to erupt
when it is discovered! ~Arielle
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Be Prepared by Vera Brosgol

In this graphic novel, 10-year-old
Vera tries to fit in at Russian
language summer while avoiding
camp drama. ~Katelyn

Winterhouse by Ben Guterson

10-year-old orphan, Elizabeth, is sent
by her guardians to spend winter
break at a mysterious hotel...alone.
The first of a trilogy, this book is filled
with puzzles, intrigue, and a little
magic. Perfect for fans of Harry Potter
or Lemony Snicket. ~Emily

Estranged by Ethan M. Aldridge

L1 This new graphic novel is a fantastical

adventure complete with lush
watercolor paintings. Changelings, an
evil sorceress, and fairies help to give
this book the feel of a modern-day
classic. ~Arielle

Listen to Your Heart by Kasie West

One day, an anonymous guy calls into
his school's podcast asking for advice
with his crush. Kate, one of the hosts,
is sure she knows who the guy is and
that his crush is one of her friends.
What happens when Kate starts to
develop her own feelings for this guy?
~Kelly

You Bring the Distant Near by
Matali Perkins

So, technically, this was published in
2017 but I'm including it because it's
just that wonderful and deserves to be
mentioned. 5 women. 3 generations. 1
brilliant story about family, friendship,
and love. ~Arielle
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Amal Unbound by Aisha Saeed

Set in present day Pakistan, this lyrical
story centers around 12-year-old Amal,

(| a young girl who dreams of becoming a

teacher, despite being an indentured
servant to a wealthy family. ~Arielle

The Heart and Mind of Frances
Pauley by April Stevens

| related to the introspective, nature-
loving Frances, who learns to reach out
to others from her loneliness in middle
school. ~Heather
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National Parks of the U.S.A by
Kate Siber

A giant-sized atlas for the whole
family to explore. Filled with full-color
art deco illustrations of 21 of this

| country’s well-known national parks,
this beautiful book will make you
want to travel! ~ Arielle

Heretics Anonymous by Katie Henry

Find out what happens when a self-
proclaimed atheist transfers to a
Catholic high school and meets a small
group of students who run an
underground support group to embrace
their differences. ~ Arielle

Royals by Rachel Hawkins

Daisy is an American high schooler
whose older sister is engaged to the
prince of Scotland. When Daisy travels
to Scotland for the summer to meet the
royal family, she has to fight against the
princess tropes. ~Katelyn



