
ADULTS 
Christmas By the Book by Anne Marie 
Ryan 

A feel good novel about a couple in their 

50s who own a bookstore in a small 

British town in the Cotswolds. A calming, 

light read with all the wintry, Christmas 

feels. ~Katelyn 

The Last Graduate by Naomi Novik 

In a school full of dangerous maleficaria, 

grueling homework, and where 

graduating means a desperate fight past 

ravenous hordes of monsters, what else 

is El to do but throw out the rule book 

and forge her own path free of the 

Scholomance and away from her 

destiny? ~Krista 

Paradise: One Town's Struggle to 

Survive an American Wildfire by 

Lizzie Johnson  

In this page-turner, reporter Johnson 

follows many residents of the California 

town of Paradise, as well as firefighters 

and others as they flee the 2018 Camp 

Fire, which spread at alarming speed. 

~Katelyn 

Mud Rocks Blazes: Letting Go on the 

Appalachian Trail by Heather 

Anderson 

Anderson tackles the 2,180 mile 

Appalachian Trail in this powerful,  

personal story about facing emotional 

and physical challenges head on to find 

strength and purpose in life. ~Krista  

Worldly Things by Michael Kleber-

Diggs 

In this award winning poetry book, 

MN author Kleber-Diggs explores 

themes of race and family in poems 

that make you want to read them 

aloud. ~Katelyn 

Girl, 11 by Amy Suiter Clarke 

Girl, 11 follows Elle, a true crime podcast 

host who is examining the cold case of a 

serial killer in the hopes of finally 

uncovering his identity. A thrilling read 

that kept me guessing until the very end. 

Clarke grew up in Fergus Falls. ~Kelly 

Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell 

Perhaps it was the right book for the right 

time.  Historical fiction based on 

Shakespeare, who is never actually 

named in the book.  This is a book about 

relationships, love, loss, grief, and the 

ways in which we cope. Truly a lovely 

work of fiction. ~Gail 

The Rules of Arrangement by Anisha 

Bhatia  

Bhatia explores serious themes about 

Indian women's lives, independence, 

family roles, arranged marriages and 

more. All in a light, easy to read and 

enjoyable novel.  ~Katelyn 

The Next Everest by Jim Davidson 

In 2015, after training for years to climb 

Mount Everest, Davidson was at Camp 1 

when a 7.8 earthquake rocked Nepal. 

Jim’s group is stranded with no way to 

get down safely. How does a person find 

the courage and resilience to pursue a 

dream after tragedy? ~Kelly 

Face to Face: The Photographs of 

Camilla McGrath 

McGrath’s photos depict "It" people of the 

moment, but McGrath was photographing 

friends, not celebrities, which makes it 

seem like you are looking through a 

friend's photo album and enjoying every 

minute of it. ~Gail 
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A Little Book about Bravery 
by Rick DeLucco 

This little book shows children 
they can be brave in 
everyday ways with what they 
say, do, and choose. The 
other books in this series are 
also excellent reads about 
relevant topics. ~Krista  

Santa’s Present Hunt by Mieke 
Goethals  

My 4 and 6 year old pored over this 
detailed holiday look and find. This 
would make a great gift for 
Jolabokaflod, the Icelandic tradition 
of giving books before Christmas. 
~Katelyn 

Cat Problems by Jory John 

This book excellently captures the 
personality and daily adventures of a 
very curious kitten.  The illustrations 
are charming and brilliantly create 
texture. The purrfect read aloud. ~Gail 

See the Dog: Three Stories about 
a Cat by David LaRochelle 

Dog needs some time off? Have no 
fear...cat is willing to fill in for a day! 
Fans of Elephant and Piggie will 
enjoy the humor, silliness, and 
interactive text in this early reader 
book. ~Krista 

Eyes that Kiss in the Corners by 
Joanna Ho 

This beautiful picture book 
celebrates Asian heritage in a 
lyrical and delightful way. The 
author's vivid descriptions truly 
appreciate and highlight the 
features one shares with 
generations. ~Emily  

Crossings: Extraordinary 
Structures for Extraordinary 
Animals by Katy Duffield 

Lyrical text and engaging illustrations 
tell the stories of various structures 
throughout the world that have been 
created to help animals get safely 
from one place to another. ~Krista 

You Can Do It Yasmin by Saadia 
Faruqi 

My kids (ages 4 and 6) love this 
gentle series about Yasmin, a 
curious Pakistani American second 
grader navigating school and life 
with her parents and grandparents. 
~Katelyn 

The Bat by Elise Gravel 

My kids and I love this cute graphic 

novel series with real facts about 

"disgusting creatures" (this is the 

series name). These are great family 

read alouds and there are more in the 

series. ~Katelyn 

There are Reptiles Everywhere by 
Camilla De La Bedoyere   

An engaging introduction to reptiles 

of all kinds with interesting facts and 

bold, colorful illustrations. Young 

readers will enjoy this newest 

installment in a popular non-fiction 

series. ~Krista 

The Woods are Always Watching by 
Stephanie Perkins 

Neena and Josie decide to embark on 
one last adventure before parting 
ways for college, a three-day hike 
through Pisgah National Forest. 
Simmering tensions lead to a detour 
off the trail where a walking nightmare 
awaits. A horror movie in book format, 
I couldn’t read this in the dark. ~Kelly 

The Sea in Winter by Christine Day 

After a knee injury, 12-year-old Maisie 
can’t participate in her true passion, 
ballet. A trip back to her roots in the 
Native American Makah community 
may be her chance to find a new way 
forward. This is a story about Maisie 
learning to overcome depression and 
accepting the help and love of others 
as she finds her joy again. ~Emily 

Beasts and Beauty: Dangerous Tales  
by Soman Chainani  

12 fairy tales like you’ve never 
experienced them before. Told through 
a modern lens. Full of mystery and 
twists and spins. A diverse cast of 
familiar characters might leave you with 
more questions than answer. A wicked 
and delightful read. ~Arielle 

Ella Cara Deloria: Dakota 
Language Protector by Diane 
Wilson 

Deloria recorded American Indian 
stories in their original language to 
share with everyone and keep their 
languages alive. This middle grade 
biography is part of a short series 
featuring Minnesota Native 
American Lives. ~Katelyn 

Five Total Strangers by Natalie D. 
Richards  

Christmas Eve. A winter storm. All 
planes grounded. Mira needs to get 
home for the holidays. What can go 
wrong when she decides to ride along 
in a rental SUV with 4 college students 
bound for Pittsburgh? Find out in this 
seasonal YA thriller! ~Arielle 

Pawcasso by Remy Lai 

In this unique, full color graphic novel, a 
curious dog takes center stage as he 
helps a young girl named Jo learn about 
forgiveness, friendship, and the power 
of community. Both humorous and 
touching this stand alone comic will 
warm your heart. ~Arielle 

The Christmas Pig by J. K. Rowling  

A wonderful, almost updated version of 

The Velveteen Rabbit, but with some 

imaginative traveling to the world of Lost 

Things. A great story of hope, love, and 

forgiveness.  ~Danielle  

Journey Beyond the Burrow by Rina 
Heisel 

A heartwarming animal adventure with 
incredible creatures, a unique point of 
view, unlikely friendships, and 
unrelenting action. Readers will quickly 
become engrossed in this “tail” of three 
mice who set out on a journey to save 
their little brother. ~Krista 

A Vow so Bold and Deadly by Brigid 
Kemmerer 

Emberfall is crumbling fast, torn 
between those who believe Rhen is the 
rightful prince and those who are eager 
to begin a new era under Grey, the true 
heir. Loyalties are tested, love is 
threatened, and a dangerous enemy 
returns in this thrilling conclusion to one 
of my favorite series. ~Kelly 

The Mary Shelley Club by Goldy 
Moldavsky  

New girl Rachel Chavez is eager to 
make a fresh start at Manchester Prep. 
Rachel struggles to fit in, and when she 
gets caught up in a prank gone awry, 
she ends up with more enemies than 
friends. A thrilling, fast-paced book that 
made me question everything I thought I 
knew. ~Kelly 
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Paletero Man by Lucky Diaz 

A vibrantly illustrated picture 
book about determination, 
kindness, community, the 
support of friends, and delicious 
ice pops on a hot summer day.  
~Krista 
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