
ADULTS 
Blitz by Daniel O’Malley 

Follow members of the Checquey, a top-

secret, high-powered British 

governmental organization for those with 

magical powers. They monitor magic-

related events and fight evil, while 

keeping their identity hidden. Set in both 

WWII and present day London. ~Katelyn 

Midnight on the Marne by Sarah 

Adlakha 

A historical novel, but with a twist. 

Marcelle, a nurse who dabbles in 

espionage, and George, an American 

soldier, fall in love and struggle to survive 

during WWl. Years later when George 

has the opportunity to change history, will 

he? A unique, refreshing read. ~Krista 

Vacationland by Meg Mitchell Moore 

This is the perfect summer read: 

interesting characters, a vacationland 

Maine setting, and a multi-generational 

plot that makes it very difficult to put 

down. Read this in winter to transport 

yourself to the beach. ~Katelyn 

The Best American Short Stories 

2022 

Everyone has time for a short story. 

Filled with memorable works of prose 

that capture your imagination and 

challenge you to think, this annual 

anthology is one of my favorite stocking 

stuffers. ~Kia 

Cabin Fever by Jonathan Franklin 

& Michael Smith  

The true account of a cruise ship that 

took off for a month-long trip in March 

2020. Written by investigative 

journalists, this book looks at the 

passengers and crew as they face a 

pandemic at sea. ~Katelyn 

The Marriage Portrait by Maggie 

O’Farrell 

This book will transport readers to Italy in 

the late 1500s. The writing is exquisite 

and each sentence is well crafted, 

brilliantly creating place and evoking 

emotion. Lucrezia is among the most 

likable characters I have met in literature. 

~Gail 

Carrie Soto is Back by Taylor Jenkins 
Reid 

Retired tennis star Carrie Soto returns to 

competitive tennis to defend her record. 

Carrie was raised by her father to be 

relentless in her pursuit of excellence. 

But what if she can't win anymore? Not 

just for sports fans. ~Katelyn 

BookWomen magazine subscription 

Reading this quarterly Minnesota-

published magazine is like talking with a 

close friend about the best books they 

have read lately. A subscription makes a 

great gift to yourself or others! ~Katelyn 

Tough: My Journey to True Power by 

Terry Crews 

An honest autobiography where Crews 

shares personal, tough stories and the 

lessons learned from those experiences. 

Entertaining and inspiring, I recommend 

listening to the audiobook as Crews 

narrates himself. ~Krista 
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ADULT 

Pretty Good House by Dan Kolbert, 

Emily Mottram, Michael Maines, 

Christopher Briley  

This book is interesting, informative, 

inspirational, and aesthetically 

pleasing. Combining science, 

architecture, and design elements 

researchers have come together to 

design better homes. ~Gail 



CHILDREN  
MIDDLE GRADE & TEEN 

A Grand Day by Jean Reidy  

This endearing book 
celebrates grandparent/
grandchild relationships. The 
diorama illustrations make it 
exceptional. ~Katelyn 

This Story is Not About a Kitten 
by Randall de Sève 

A delightful, rhythmic, and touching 
story about a rescue kitten and the 
neighbors who worked together to 
give her a home. This picture book 
is sure to give you all the warm 
fuzzy feels! ~Emily 

Farmhouse by Sophie Blackall 

A charming, educational story 
based on an abandoned 
farmhouse and the family that  
lived there. Detailed illustrations 
will delight children and conjure up 
memories for adults. A special 
book that appeals to all ages.  
~Gail 

That Egg is Mine!: A Silly Story 
About Sharing by Liz Goulet 
Dubois 

Duck and Cluck may be friends, but 
they are not always the best at 
sharing. Or agreeing. When an egg 
is found, who actually owns it? With 
a silly surprise at the end, young 
readers are sure to giggle. ~Krista 

Home is Where the Birds Sing by 
Cynthia Rylant 

This heartwarming, reassuring 
picture book about home has 
inclusive, welcoming, cozy 
illustrations. ~Katelyn  

 

Ballet Bruce by Ryan T. Higgins 

A charming, early reader book about 
how Bruce the Bear is cajoled by the 
geese to help them with their ballet 
dreams. Humorous and relatable, this 
book will be one you’ll want to read 
again and again! ~Krista 

Sydney & Taylor and the Great 
Friend Expedition by Jacqueline 
Davies 

An early chapter book with colorful 
illustrations and themes of kindness 
and friendship. Engaging text and 
lovable characters are sure to 
capture the interest of young 
readers. ~Krista 

Mimi and the Cutie Catastrophe by 
Shauna J. Grant 

Perfect for beginning readers, this 
graphic novel chapter book is 
whimsical, full of fun artwork, and 
contains a great message. Keep an 
eye out for future books in this new 
series! ~Krista 

My Name is Jason. Mine Too.: Our 
Story by Jason Reynolds and 
Jason Griffin 

A delightful and visually creative 
memoir about two friends named 
Jason. One is a writer. The other an 
artist. A look back on started out in 
adulthood and the common bonds that 
keep friendships going. ~Arielle 

The Door of No Return by Kwame 
Alexander 

This beautiful and breathtaking novel 
in verse is set in the West African 
village of Upper Kwanta and centers 
around a young boy, his family, and 
what happens when their world is 
turned upside down. First book in a 
trilogy from an award-winning 
author.  ~Arielle 

She Gets the Girl by Rachael 
Lippincott and Alyson Derrick   

Alex can get girls. That’s the easy part. 
But wanting them to stay is another 
story. Commitment isn’t her thing. When 
she meets awkward Molly at college, 
they devise a plan to put this behavior 
to an end. A funny and relatable young 
adult romance. ~Arielle 

Troublemaker by John Cho 

As a SoCal native, I was especially 
interested in this story of 12-year-
old Jordan, a Korean-American, 
who sets out to help his family’s 
business during the LA Riots of the 
early 1990s. An interesting 
perspective and journey written by 
actor John Cho. ~Arielle 

The Impossible Destiny of Cutie 
Grackle by Shawn K. Stout  

Ravens. Mysterious trinkets. A family 
curse. This magical realism middle 
grade adventure will make you believe 
the impossible can happen.   ~Arielle 

301 Things to Write by Brooke Kunz 

Awesome writing prompts to get your 
mind going. Perfect for aspiring young 
writers. We love books like these in the 
library’s creative writing group called 
“The Hypewriters.” Example prompt: 
Write about a mailbox that transports 
you to an alternate universe. ~Arielle 

Freestyle by Gale Galligan  

A contemporary and colorful middle grade 

graphic novel about unexpected 

friendships, the pressures of school, family 

expectations, dance competitions, and yo-

yo tricks. A heartful and funny look at what 

it means to be comfortable in your own 

skin. ~Arielle 

Stuntboy, in the Meantime by Jason 
Reynolds 

Nobody knows that Portico Reeves is 
really the superhero “Stuntboy.” His job 
is to keep everyone in his apartment 
building safe. When Portico’s parents’ 
fighting gets worse, can Stuntboy save 
the day…and their family? A chapter 
book with comic-style illustrations. 
~Arielle 

Speak Up, Speak Out!: The 
Extraordinary Life of “Fighting 
Shirley Chisholm” by Tonya Bolden 

This accessible biography for teens 
explores the life of the first Black woman 
elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives and the first Black 
woman to run for president with a major 
political party. Fascinating! Digital 
versions available on Hoopla. ~Arielle 

Nothing More to Tell by Karen 
McManus 

Bestselling YA thriller author Karen 
McManus does it again! This standalone 
mystery involves a private school, a 
murdered teacher, and one aspiring 
teenage journalist who is trying to 
unravel the mystery.  ~Arielle 

 

 
CHILDREN 

Fluffy McWhiskers Cuteness 
Explosion by Stephen W. 
Martin 

A quirky, hilarious “tail” about 
friendship and self-acceptance 
told in an unexpected way. 
Beware explosions of cuteness! 
~Krista 

Grades 4 - 8 

Grades 4 and up 

Grades 4 - 7 

Grades 4 - 7 

Grades 4 and up  

Grades 9 and up  

Grades 9 and up  Grade 9 & up  

Grade 6 & up  

Grade 4 - 8  

See How They Grow: Forest by 
DK Publishing 

An educational book with detailed 
pictures of woodland animals 
throughout their developmental 
stages. Includes beautiful 
photographs with a detailed 
summary of each animal's growth. 
~Krista 


