Fourth Wing and Iron Flame by
Rebecca Yarros

—1 We’ve been obsessing over these
page-turning fantasy novels. As
Violet starts at Basgiath War

=) College, she braces herself to join
3 the deadly dragon rider's quadrant.
For adult fans of “The Hunger
2% Games.” ~Arielle, Katelyn, & Krista

Vera Wong'’s Unsolicited Advice for

W Murderers by Jesse Q. Sutanto

T
: T® A fun murder mystery set in the heart of
%I%OIITVEGDS # San Francisco's Chinatown. Vera Wong
ADVICE #r owns a “world famous” teashop and
when a stranger shows up dead among
RGN the tea leaves, the snoopy & fabulously
" judgmental Wong investigates. ~Arielle

a=d Roman Stories by Jhumpa Labhiri

§ Splendid! Each short story in this book is
like eating an expensive dark chocolate
nugget. | remember the essence of each
story long after I'm done reading it. It's a
great book for when you just have a
spare minute. ~Kia

The Unlikely Village of Eden by Emma
Nadler

@ Minnesotan Emma Nadler's memoir
about raising her daughter Eden (who
%% has a rare genetic deletion and autism
spectrum disorder), is well written and
achingly honest. ~Katelyn

We Were Dreamers: An Immigrant
Superhero Origin Story by Simu Liu

Simu's vulnerability and passion make for
an excellent memoir, providing readers
with a better understanding of
representation in Hollywood and the
unique journey we all have in life. Fans of
Marvel will enjoy! ~Krista

The Last Devil to Die by Richard

RiCHARD | osman

OSMA The fourth book in an utterly charming
Lw “= || and hilarious mystery series, the gang of
l_ retirees are all back to their wayward
antics of solving murders in the most
unconventional ways. ~Emily

Pineapple Street by Jenny Jackson

| A fun-to-read novel about three women
living among the uber-wealthy in New

M York City. Each character is well-written
and through their daily lives Jackson

| explores issues of wealth and class.
~Katelyn

You Could Make This Place Beautiful

7 Y] by Maggie Smith
cCHPULD ) ) )
MAKE THIS Smith examines her life, the end of her
PLAC E\ marriage, and what it means to move

sExuTIFpL| forward. An exploration of institutions,
relationships, roles, and self. Smith’s

) 4 . et g
RSIGYE writing is beautiful. It is advised not to

SMITH

read the book in one setting. ~Gail

The Best American Essays 2023

Even the trickiest person on your gift list
has time for a short story. Filled with

g memorable observations of our world
8 that capture your imagination and
challenge you to think, this annual
anthology is one of my favorite stocking
stuffers. ~Kia

Farrow & Ball: How to Redecorate by
Joa Studholme & Charlotte Cosby

This book explains how lighting,
. HowTOo .
* REDECORATE architectural elements of a room, and
J— personal style should be considered
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& | dragon, the students are initially

112 GARTON SCANLON so AUDREY VERNICK
wwstao o LYNNOR BONTIGAO.

The World’s Best Class Plant by
Liz Garton Scanlon

When a class has a plant “pet”
instead of chinchilla or bearded

disappointed. Plants are boring,
right? Think again! This engaging

want a plant of their own.
~Krista

The Loud Librarian by Jenna
Beatrice

Penelope has been patiently
waiting for the week she gets to be
student librarian. The only problem
is, Penelope is loud. Can she find
her role in the school library? |
loved the bright collage
illustrations.

~Katelyn

How to Write a Poem by Kwame
Alexander & Dianna Nikaido

Readers are invited to discover
what poetry is and learn words
hold power. Inspiration can be
found in the simplest things — all
you need to do is pay attention to
the world around you. ~Krista

Evergreen by Matthew Cordell

The illustrations in this picture book
evoke the feelings of a hug.
Evergreen the squirrel has many
fears in the forest, but she won't let
her fears deter her from doing a good
deed for someone she loves. Sure to
be a classic story adults won’t mind
reading to children over and over
again. ~Gail

Butt or Face? by Kari Lavelle

The name pretty much says it all!
Have fun with your kiddos trying to
identify whether close-up photos
of animals are their butts or faces!
Sure to be a hit. Interesting animal
facts included. PS: It's harder than
you think! ~Arielle

Worm and Caterpillar are Friends
by Kaz Windness

This ready-to-read graphics book is
the perfect introduction to graphic
novels for younger readers. A
heartwarming story about
friendships, acceptance, and

G PHILIP BUN

atvociovus’

The World's Most Atrocious
(Fearsome) Animals: *or are they?
by Philip Bunting

My daughter and | love this series for
its quirky illustrations and hilariously
awesome animal tidbits. Murder
hornets, red-bellied piranhas, and
grizzly bears, oh my! ~Arielle

See the Ghost: Three Stories About
Things You Cannot See by David
LaRochelle

The third book in this beginning readers
series contains three adventures with dog

11 | and cat (from the first two books) and things

JENNIFER A. NIELSEN

Iceberg by Jennifer A. Nielsen

Hazel, age 12, future journalist, is a
smart and adventurous stowaway
aboard the Titanic. She is determined

| to write its story while dealing with

thieves, liars, kidnappers, and, of
course, a deadly iceberg. For
historical fiction fans and lovers of all
things Titanic. ~Arielle

A First Time for Everything by Dan
Santat

Middle school can have its challenges.
Santat shares his memories of those
years and how a school trip abroad
gave him a new perspective and a
boost of self-confidence. A great read
for tweens and a charming read for
adults. ~Gail

Not an Easy Win by Chrystal D. Giles

What is it about the game of chess that
motivates and inspires? Nothing is
going right for Lawrence. When he gets
expelled from school and is sent to live
with his grandma, an elderly neighbor; a
local rec center; and chess change his
life. A novel about forgiveness and
finding yourself. ~Arielle

Immortality: A Love Story by Dana
Schwartz

The sequel to Anatomy: A Love Story,
continues the story of Hazel Sinnett, an
aspiring Scottish surgeon living in the
early 19th century. A captivating and
intriguing historical fiction novel with a

touch of magical realism. Sad face this

is only a duology. | want more! ~Arielle

 CHUDREN MIDDLE GRADE & TEEN

Odder by Katherine Applegate

Told in free verse, this fictional story
is based on true events at the
Monterey Bay Aquarium in
California. Educational and
heartwarming, Odder the otter’s
energy and adventures will invite
readers in and capture their hearts.
~Krista

The Lost Library by Rebecca
Stead and Wendy Mass

A little free library. A misunderstood
cat. Hungry, but helpful, mice. A boy
facing a literary, library mystery to
solve that will change his life. This
book enchants and will speak to the
hearts of book-lovers everywhere. A
modern classic to be sure. ~Arielle

Divine Rivals by Rebecca Ross

War between gods, a magical
typewriter, and a rivals-to-lovers
storyline blend together to make for
an enthralling first book in this new
fantasy series. The second
installment will be published at the
end of 2023. ~Krista

The Queens of New York by E. L.
Shen

Three best friends go through big
changes the summer before their
senior year in this coming-of-age
novel that explores relationships,
family expectations, and racism.

| ~Katelyn

: they cannot see. A “spooky” ghost, strong
T gt Mot | wind, and a mischievous fairy are sure to
oxidiafochle elicit giggles from readers. ~Krista

ilstrated by Mike Wohnoutka

positive affirmations. ~Krista

The Party Diaries: Awesome Orange
Birthday by Mitali Banerjee Ruths

Priya is planning her first-ever party!
Will she be able to complete everything
on her to-do list in time? The vibrant
illustrations and interesting storylines
make this new series perfect for kiddos
working on their independent reading!
~Krista

LORENZO MATTOTTI

& Gretel

Hansel & Gretel by Neil Gaiman and
Lorenzo Mattotti

A dark and eerie retelling of the
beloved Grimm'’s fairy tale for older
children like you’'ve never seen before.
Gaiman'’s signature wit and Mattotti’s
nightmarish illustrations will both
delight and intrigue. ~Arielle

Begin Again by Emma Lord

After many road bumps, Andie learns
to navigate freshman year in college
with the help of her new friends and
roommate. This is a sweet (but not
overly so) book with major Fangirl by
Rainbow Rowell vibes. ~Katelyn

Grades 9 - 12

Highly Suspicious and Unfairly Cute
by Talia Hibbert

Told in alternating perspectives between
two high school students that used to be
friends. Emphasis on the used fo.
Bradley is a star soccer player. Celine
has a hit podcast about conspiracy
theories. They no longer have anything in
common...or do they? ~Arielle



