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1 
Security Camera Policy 

Library Security Cameras 

Purpose of cameras: 

The library staff strives to maintain a safe and secure environment for its staff and 

patrons.  Selected areas of the library premises are equipped with video security 

systems that record images twenty-four hours a day.  The library’s video security 

system is used to enhance the safety and security of library users, staff, and 

property. Security cameras are used to discourage illegal behavior and policy 

violations and to identify those individuals involved in such activity for law 

enforcement purposes.  

Signage: 

Signs will be posted at the library entrances where security cameras are in use. 

 

Location of cameras: 

Reasonable efforts will be made to safeguard the privacy of patrons and 

employees. Video cameras will not be positioned in areas where there is a 

reasonable expectation of privacy such as in restrooms. The video cameras will 

be positioned to record only those areas specified by the Library Director and 

will complement other measures to maintain a safe and secure environment in 

compliance with library policies. Camera locations will not be changed or 

added without the permission of the Library Director. 

 

Acceptable Use and Patron Privacy 

 

Access to live video: 

Although not continuously observed, live video feeds may be monitored by 

employees during the course of their regular duties to manage activity in the 

library building and on the ground.  

 

Access to stored video: 

Images from the library video security systems are stored digitally. Recordings 

are saved for 30 days. Library staff will not review stored images unless 

authorized by the Library Director or a designated individual. Access to 

recorded images may be granted for official investigations,  to identify banned 

or trespassed individuals, or in cases of injuries, illegal activity, policy violations, or 

when the safety of patrons, employees, or property is at risk.  Any Video or 

images involved in an official investigation will be retained for one year after the 

conclusion of the investigation or legal proceedings. All records produced by 

the video security system will be securely stored. 

 

Use/disclosure of archived video: 
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Archived video from security cameras is identified as secure data by Minnesota 

State Statute Section 13.37.  Access is allowed by law enforcement official when 

pursuant to a subpoena, court order, or as permitted by law. In the event of an 

incident, the Library Director may release digital records to appropriate law 

enforcement officials. The Fergus Falls Public Library will make a good faith effort 

to protect patron privacy.  Recorded data will be accorded the same level of 

confidentiality and protection provided to library users by the Fergus Falls Public 

Library policies, and the American Library Association policies on confidentiality 

and privacy, with footage released only in accordance with and required by 

law.  
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