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Library Use Policy 

Conduct, Unattended Children, & Vulnerable Adults 

 

Rules of Public Behavior 

How the library provides a safe and welcoming environment for use of its 

services, prevents disruptive activities, and protects library resources and 

facilities. 

Vulneralbe Adults & Unattended Children 

Unattended children and vulnerable adults: Procedures to protect children or 

vulnerable adults when unaccompanied by a responsible adult. 

  

Library Conduct 

The Fergus Falls Public Library (FFPL) strives to serve our patrons effectively 

through its collections, resources, programs, and facilities.  Maintaining an 

inviting and safe environment for all people is essential.  FFPL desires to protect 

the rights and safety of library users and staff.  We ask all library visitors to help us 

maintain an atmosphere that is welcoming and conducive to learning. 

Therefore, the Fergus Falls Public Library has adopted the Code of Conduct 

Policies and Procedures.  

Causing a nuisance as defined in Minnesota Statute § 561.01 is prohibited.  A 

nuisance is anything that is:  

• Harmful to the health of a person. 

• Offensive to the senses of a person.  

• An obstruction to the unrestricted use and enjoyment of the library property by 

other persons.  This includes loud talking and/or disruptive noise. 

Conduct not permitted in the library or on the library grounds includes, but is not 

limited to: 

• Possession, use, or consumption of: 

o Alcoholic beverages  

o Illegal drugs 

o Tobacco products  

o Cannabis products 

o E-cigarettes  

o Unlawful Weapons  
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• Abusive, discriminating, or harassing language or behavior. 

• Solicitation or the distribution, or posting of information. 

• Running, roller skating, skateboarding, rollerblading, or similar inappropriate 

activities. 

• The public is not permitted behind the public service desks, in staff work areas, or 

other non-public areas. 

• Infringement of copyright laws including illegal downloads of copyrighted 

material. 

• Shirt, shoes, and appropriate clothing are required for all patrons, including 

children, while in the library building. 

Food and Beverage 

• Eating is allowed in designated areas of the library only. 

• Beverages with lids are allowed inside the library. 

Animals 

• Trained service dogs are the only animals allowed within the library building in 

accordance with the American Disability Act 

(https://beta.ada.gov/topics/service-animals).  

• Animals tethered outside the building must not interfere with people entering 

and leaving the library. 

• Animals tethered outside of the building must not bark or cause undue noise. 

Children  

Responsibility for the behavior and well-being of children using the library rests 

with parent, guardian, or caregiver and not with the library’s staff.  Parents, 

guardians, and caregivers must be aware that libraries are public buildings, as 

such children should not be unattended.  

• FFPL staff are not responsible for the care, safety, or supervision of children.  

• The library staff cannot assume parental, guardian, or caregiver responsibilities 

or oversight of children while in the library.   

• A parent, guardian, or caregiver is responsible for monitoring the activities and 

managing the behavior of children during their library visits.  

• Young children must, at all times, be accompanied and supervised by an adult.  
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Unattended Children 

• If an unattended child comes to the attention of library staff during open hours: 

o Staff will try to locate the parent, guardian, or caregiver within the library and 

staff will caution them about leaving children alone without supervision. 

o If a parent, guardian, or caregiver cannot be located in the library, staff will try 

to contract them via telephone.  

o If the parent, guardian, or caregiver cannot be reached, the child will be 

referred to the Fergus Falls Police Department.  

 

• Children must be picked up before the library closes. 

o When visiting the library without an adult, any child needing transportation must 

have made arrangements to be picked up prior to closing time.  If children are 

left unattended at closing, and parent/guardian, or caregiver cannot be 

reached, the police will be called. Staff members will wait until police arrive. An 

incident report will be filed on the situation.  Library staff cannot be expected to 

monitor or prevent the unattended children from leaving the building.   

* An unattended child is any young person using the library facility 

  unaccompanied by a responsible person or left alone in one part of the 

  library while responsible party is in another.  

 

Vulnerable Adults 

The library staff is not trained to provide care for vulnerable adults.  A responsible 

adult or caretaker should accompany vulnerable adults while they are using the 

library.  Vulnerable adults are held to the same Code of Conduct as all library 

customers and will be subject to the same rules. 

• A parent, legal guardian, or caregiver is responsible for monitoring the activities 

and managing the behavior of vulnerable adults during their library visits.  

• If an unattended vulnerable adult comes to the attention of library staff: 

• Staff will try to locate a responsible adult or caretaker within the library and staff 

will caution the parent or caregiver about leaving vulnerable adults unattended 

while using the library. 

• If a responsible adult or caretaker cannot be located in the library, staff will try to 

contact a responsible adult or caretaker.  If a responsible adult or caretaker 

cannot be reached, the unattended vulnerable adult will be referred to the 

Fergus Falls Police Department. 

• Library staff cannot be expected to monitor or prevent an unattended 

vulnerable adult from leaving the building or grounds.  

*A vulnerable adult is any person over the age of 18 who has a physical,  
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  mental, or emotional condition that significantly impairs the individual’s    

  ability to care for themselves or manage their own behavior without  

  assistance.  

 

Library Materials 

• Careful use of library materials is required.  

• Library furniture and other equipment must be used in the designated places.  

• Damage to library property is prohibited under Minnesota Statute § 609.541.  

Photography, Audio, and Video Recording  

• The public, for personal use only, may photograph, record, and videotape in the 

library.   

• Public photography, audio recording, or video recording that infringes on the 

privacy of patrons is not allowed.  

• Recording library patrons is not allowed. 

• Public photography, audio recording, or video recording in staff-only areas is 

not allowed. 

• Requests to use the library facility as a setting for photography, videotaping, or 

audio recording are to be referred to the library director.   

• Requests to use the library facility for commercial purposes are to be referred to 

the library director. 

o The Photo/Recording permission policy form must be accepted and signed (see 

attached). 

o The library director may consult the library board and/or city administrator 

before approving. 

 

Failure to follow the library use guidelines may result in eviction from the library 

and may include a trespass order or arrest. Inappropriate conduct will be 

referred to the proper authorities for legal action in accordance with Minnesota 

Statutes.  
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