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Library Library’s Mission Statement 

The mission of the Fergus Falls Public Library is to, by our best ability; meet the 

educational, informational, recreational, and cultural needs of people of all 

ages and diversities through a wide range of materials and services in varying 

formats: connecting people to information and ideas, promoting lifelong 

learning, literacy development, and community engagement.  

Introduction  

The Fergus Falls Public Library Board endorses the American Library 

Association’s Library Bill of Rights, the Freedom to Read Statement, and 

Freedom to View Statement as the basis for its library Materials Selection Policy.  

These statements are interpreted to pertain to all formats, including print, video, 

audio, digital, electronic, art and programming.  The statements are also 

applicable to displays in the library, on library property, and those used in library 

programming and outreach.   

Objective for Materials Selection  

The library staff is committed to providing the widest range of materials to 

meet the recreational, informational and educational needs of its patrons.  

Criteria for Material Selection / Philosophy of Resource Selection  

Materials will be added to the library’s collection at the discretion of the 

librarians responsible for collection development.  Every effort will be made to 

maintain a diverse collection.  

When purchasing materials, it is essential to consider the potential relevance to 

community needs and interests, but not to the exclusion of any subject.  

Appropriateness, the reading norms of the community, trends in literature, as 

well as top seller lists, book reviews, award winning titles, and books considered 
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classic pieces of literature.  It is important to introduce library patrons to new 

authors and topics.  A broad range of materials and formats aids in developing 

a collection of merit.   

Materials selection and collection management are based on the principles 

expressed in the Library Bill of Rights, the Freedom to Read, and the Freedom to 

View statements.  It is the responsibility of the library staff to ensure that the 

collection represents a wide range of viewpoints.  Materials will not be excluded 

because of political, social, religious, moral, or other views of the author.  The 

library recognizes the right of individuals to read or reject materials as they see fit 

and will not restrict the freedom of others to read what they choose.  In 

choosing materials to suit a variety of tastes, differing viewpoints on controversial 

issues will be included.  

Materials for youth will be selected according to the same criteria as adult 

material.  The library cannot restrict the reading, listening or viewing of library 

materials. Responsibility for the reading, listening or viewing of library material 

by minors, rests with their parents or guardians.  

 

Collection Maintenance  

It is essential to regularly weed the library collection.  Weeding is the 

responsibility of the librarians assigned to collection development.  The 

collection will be weeded systematically and regularly based on the following 

criteria: Dated material with little or no permanent value, release of an updated 

or newer edition, rarely used material with little or no permanent value, 

relevance, misleading or factually inaccurate material, lack of discernible 

literary or scientific merit, condition of material, the ability to access from 

another library, and space limitations. 
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Reconsideration of Materials  

Persons objecting to specific library materials or resources are encouraged to 

complete the Reconsideration of Library Materials form and present it to the 

Library Director for follow-up action.  Decisions on reconsidered materials will 

stand for two (2) years before new requests for reconsideration of those items 

will be entertained.  The form in use was created by the Intellectual 

Freedom Committee of the American Library Association.  

Gift or Donated Materials  

Gift and donated materials are accepted with the understanding that their 

acceptance is unconditional.  Materials which are needed and fit the 

selection criteria will be added to the collection.  Those which do not may 

be added to the Friends of the Library book sale materials or disposed of.  

Library staff may not provide material donors with estimated values of their 

gifts, but may only enumerate the types and numbers of items given. 

Donations of Self-Published or Independently Published Books 

If you would like Fergus Falls Public Library to consider your materials, please 

complete the request for consideration fact sheet and attach professional 

reviews.  Materials will not be considered for the library’s collection without a 

fact sheet. All materials added to the library’s collection are subject to the 

library’s collection policy and selection criteria. 

Preview Copies 

Preview copies will be treated as donations and handled in the same manner 

as all donations.  Materials not added to the collection will not be returned 

and may go into the Friends book sale. 

Self-Published Digital Format (eBook, eAudiobook) 
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Fergus Falls Public Library does not have the technology to host and circulate 

eMaterials except through our vendors. You must sell or donate your material 

to the vendor before we can consider adding the title to our eMaterials 

collection. 

Local authors can create eBooks and share them with readers across the state 

and country through the Minnesota Libraries Publishing Project. 

Donations of Other In-Kind Items 

If you are interested in donating other in-kind items, please contact the library 

to discuss your gift before bringing the materials to the library. Gifts to the 

library are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. Upon request, we will 

give a receipt listing the number of items donated; we cannot provide a 

valuation for tax purposes. 
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